EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE

Draft report 

23rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY ESPMH

Tübingen, Germany, 21 August 2009, 16.30-17.30 hrs

Attendants (45):

Karim
Akerma (Germany), Roberto
Andorno (Switzerland), Vilhjalmar
Arnason (Iceland), Gardar
Arnason (Finland), David Badcott (UK), Antonio Barbosa
(Portugal), Michael Barilan (Israel), Alessandra Bernardi
 (Italy), Lazare Bernaroyo (Switzerland), Ana Borovechi (Croatia), Paul
Chummar (Kenya), Jens Clausen (Germany), Wim Dekkers (Netherlands), Andrea
 Dörries (Germany), Andrew
Edgar
 (UK), Nathan Emmerich (UK), Mohammed Ghaly (Netherlands), Bert Gordijn (Ireland), Heinänen Hannu (Finland), Friedrich Heubel (Germany), Elisabeth Hildt (Germany), Bjørn Hofmann (Norway), Søren Holm (UK), Gerrit K. Kimsma (Netherlands), Laszlo Kovacs (Germany/Hungary), Christian Lenk (Germany) Pekka Louhiala (Finland), Erik Malmquist (Sweden), Georg Marckmann (Germany), Fuat Oduncu (Germany), Kyoichi Ozaki (Japan), Jan Payne (Czech), Renzo Pegoraro (Italy), Martien Pijnenburg (Netherlands), Oliver Rauprich (Germany), Christoph Rehmann-Sutter (Germany), Aiko Sawada (Japan), Niall Scott (UK), Jiri Simek (Czech), Frida Simonstein (Israel), Anna Smajdor (UK) William Stempsey (USA), Stephen Tyreman (UK), Jürgen Wallner (Austria), Urban Wiesing (Germany)
1. Draft report of the 22nd General Assembly of the ESPMH in Tartu, Estonia, Friday, August 22nd 2008
The report is approved without comments or corrections.

2. Report of the ESPMH Board over 2008
a. The secretary: membership; activities 

The Secretary has moved to Dublin where he has been appointed as Chair of Ethics at Dublin City University. Thus the secretariat moved to Ireland as well. During the last year the ESPMH membership has increased with 15 new members from 458 to 473. Most of the time of the secretariat was spent in preparing this year’s conference in Tübingen. Several mailings were sent to the members. Moreover, together with Ana Borovechi first preparations have been made for the 2010 conference in Zagreb (Croatia). The call for abstracts was launched earlier this year. There have also been talks with Nikola Biller-Andorno to organise the 2011 conference in Zurich (Switzerland); this proposal is on the current agenda. The ESPMH 2012 conference is still open. Thus ESPMH members are invited to submit proposals to host the 2012 conference. Following the discussions last year about the ESPMH website that was perceived as insufficient, the secretary has explored the option of having a professional develop a modern up-to-date website. A concrete quote from a professional, Marcel Erheus (Omaha, Nebraska) who has also designed the IDEALS (International Dental Ethics and Law Society) website, has been agreed upon by the ESPMH board in the board meeting. That means that the secretariat will collaborate with Marcel in order to set up this new website during the next year.
b. The treasurer: final account for 2008
The treasurer distributes the final account for 2008. 
Year Account ESPMH 2008
	Income
	
	
	Expenses
	
	

	Membership
	
	
	Bank costs
	
	

	Conf Account
	570
	
	Conf Account
	61,87
	

	Post Account
	280
	
	Post Account
	20
	

	General Account
	2745,6
	
	General Account
	142,64
	

	Subtotal
	3595,6
	3595,6
	Ogone/Card
	478,54
	

	
	
	
	Subtotal
	703,05
	703,05

	Conference
	
	
	Card cie's
	
	933,45

	Conference Account
	13803,87
	
	Ch of Comm
	
	52

	Post Account
	1250
	
	Secretariat
	
	8486,34

	General Account
	30357,09
	
	Board costs
	
	1250

	Subtotal
	45410,96
	45410,96
	Treasury
	
	1500

	Interest
	
	1152,7
	Refunds
	
	1380

	
	
	
	Cardiff
	
	26040

	
	
	
	Tartu
	
	24905

	
	
	50159,26
	Journal
	
	13207,6

	Negative Saldo
	
	28298,18
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	78457,44
	Totals
	
	78457,44

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	pm Secretariat Dublin 2008


The year 2008 shows a negative saldo. This is primarily because the costs of the Cardiff conference were paid in 2008. Also, the ESPMH membership is slow in paying the annual fees. However, the ESPMH is financially healthy. 
3. Report of the Financial Review Committee over 2008
Alfred Simon and Martien Pijnenburg have sent a letter to the secretariat stating that they find the account 2008 in order. The letter is read before the GA. The Financial Account over 2008 is approved by the GA.

4. Election of Financial Review Committee over 2009
Alfred Simon and Martien Pijnenburg are re-elected as members of the Financial Review Committee over 2009. Both Alfred and Martien would like to finish their term as members of the Financial Review Committee after the review over 2009. That means that next year, during the General Assembly in Zagreb, two new members will have to be elected. 
5. Society’s fee

The treasurer presents a few proposals: 
Looking to the future, the question is whether we can maintain the low fee for membership including the ‘European Journal’. Presently, the yearly cost for the Journal is € 30,- out of the € 40,- that we charge our members. So far, we have paid the Secretariat about € 6.000,- for its activities regularly, and about € 3.000,- for additional costs of developing programs and printing and mailing, being around € 9.000,-. The costs of the Treasury have been about € 1.000,- because of low personal costs, mainly material costs. Covering about € 10.000,- operating costs covered by a membership of roughly 400 members means an average cost of about € 25,- , in addition to the € 30,- for the Journal, operating costs of at least € 55,- for membership. 

That means that we operate on a small budget, covering part of the operating costs of the ESPMH out of the conference fees. So far, I have not found that development really problematic, because much of the activities are ‘conference bound’. So, there is a question about the future financing of the Secretariat, especially since it has changed position, not in person, but from Nijmegen to Dublin. 

We usually ‘entice’ or ‘seduce’ participants of our conferences to become members of the ESPMH, by giving them a reduced fee if they become members, but many of them are not well paying in the years afterwards. This is a conclusion after several years of recording ‘adherence’. We do record on a yearly basis which member has paid his dues and which has not, but do not automatically finish membership if they have not paid their fee. That requires an additional activity that I have assessed every two years to fulfil. My proposal is to send out renewal notices each year in December for the next year stating that, if members have not paid by February 1st in the next year, they will be taken off the membership list. We will inform Springer about the exact number of individual members to be charged to the ESPMH. 

Proposals:

1. increase membership fees from € 40,- to € 60,- 

2. assess membership fee payment in December each year

3. sent out renewal notes in December
4. cancel membership if payment has not been received in January of the next year
All these proposals are accepted by the General Assembly.

6. Preliminary budget 2010
	ESPMH Budget Proposal 2010
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	350 x 60
	21000
	Expenses
	Costs/Bank
	1000

	
	Confer x 120
	36000
	
	Card Company
	1500

	
	Interest
	1000
	
	Printing
	3000

	
	
	
	
	Conference
	25000

	
	
	
	
	Ch Comm
	29

	
	
	
	
	Prices
	1500

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Treasury
	1500

	
	
	
	
	Journal
	14000

	
	
	
	
	Secretariat
	8000

	
	
	
	
	Board
	2000

	
	
	
	
	Subtotal
	57529

	
	
	
	
	Positive Saldo
	471

	Total
	
	58000
	
	
	58000


The budget proposal is basically the same as the one from last year. It has been approved by the board. The budget proposal is also approved by the General Assembly. 

7. Election Members of the ESPMH Board

In an earlier letter (dated 19 November 2008) the ESPMH board invited you to nominate candidates for two positions in the Board of the ESPMH. The three-year term of office of the secretary (Bert Gordijn) as well as a board member (Fuat Oduncu) will finish by the end of this year. Consequently, these two board positions will be up for election. Subsequent to the invitation to propose candidates, we have not received any nominations. Luckily, both Bert Gordijn and Fuat Oduncu are willing to serve yet another term. Therefore, the Board’s election proposal is as follows:

 

The position of Secretary of the ESPMH: Bert Gordijn 

The position of regular member of the Board: Fuat Oduncu

According to the by-laws concerning the election procedure, a candidate can be elected without ballots if there is only one candidate for a position and the General Assembly unanimously agrees. Therefore, the president asks the ESPMH members whether we can proceed without ballots. The members agree with this proposal. Thus, Bert Gordijn is re-elected Secretary of the ESPMH. Moreover, Fuat Oduncu is re-elected as board member.

8. Number of board members with respect to the next elections

According to the Statutes, the number of positions in the Board has to be settled by the GA. There is no proposal to change the current number of seats. That means that we continue to have 9 board positions. The GA has approved that we continue to have 9 board members.

9. Future conferences

· 2010 ESPMH conference in Zagreb, Croatia: Ana Borovecki gives a brief presentation about next year’s conference in Zagreb.
· 2011 ESPMH conference in Zurich. Roberto Andorno presents a proposal to host the 2010 conference. The proposal is accepted.

· Further plans: A host for the 2012 meeting has still to be found. The secretary invites interesting proposals.

10. Journal Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy
Wim Dekkers reports about “Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy”. The journal is doing fine. The manuscript flow is good. There are 23 contributions online first. Unfortunately, the ISI decision is still forthcoming. Wim invites submissions from ESPMH members. He also announces that he would like to stop as Co Editor-in-Chief. The President, Soren Holm, explains that the board has unanimously agreed that Henk ten Have will be following up Wim Dekkers as Co Editor-in-Chief.
11. ESPMH prize for young scholars
There are no prizes this year. None of the submissions was good enough. The Secretary invites all ESPMH members attending the GA to motivate one person in their network to submit a paper for next year’s contest. We should then have more than enough submissions.

Next year we need more good quality submissions. Otherwise the Board proposes to stop with the ESPMH essay contest due to lack of interest. 
12. A.O.B.

Last year we discussed how we might be more forthcoming to people from less affluent countries who would like to attend ESPMH conferences. Søren Holm explains that one person in the Board (for the time being Eugenijus Gefenas) will especially focus on this topic and contact the local organizer each year in order to explore options of reduced rates for accommodation and special scholarships.

